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 Day 1   London (Monday)  Depart from London 

Heathrow at 2050 on Jet Airways’ non-stop 

flight to Delhi.

 Day 2   Delhi  On arrival mid-morning, transfer 

to the heritage Oberoi Maidens Hotel for 2 

nights. This afternoon we delve into Old Delhi 

for a rickshaw ride through the teeming bazaars 

from the Jama Masjid, the largest mosque 

in India, and drive past the Red Fort. In the 

evening meet your Tour Manager or guide at 

the welcome dinner.  (D)

 Day 3   Delhi  Tour New Delhi, the grand 

avenues and monuments of the former capital 

of the British Raj, the tomb of the Mughal 

Emperor Humayun, and the mosque complex 

of Qutab Minar.  (B)

 Day 4   Agra  Drive to Agra. Tour the formidable 

Agra Fort, with its impressive imperial quarters 

and marbled apartments and also see the 

‘Baby’ Taj, the delicately-styled Itmad-ud-

Daulah mausoleum. Overnight at the 4-star 

Trident Hotel.  (B)

 Day 5   Taj Mahal, Jaipur  Sunrise visit to India’s 

most famous monument, and arguably the 

most beautiful building in the world, the Taj 

Mahal. Depart for Jaipur, calling at the deserted 

Mughal capital of Fatehpur Sikri. Stay 2 nights at 

the characterful Mandawa Haveli.  (B)

 Day 6   Jaipur  Morning drive to see the 

elaborate façade of the Hawa Mahal (Palace 

of the Winds), and to the great Fort at Amber 

where we may be able to ascend the ramparts 

by elephant, otherwise by jeep. In the afternoon 

tour the museums of the City Palace and the 

18th century Observatory whose astronomical 

instruments, many as large as buildings, 

measured the movements of the heavens with 

extraordinary accuracy.  (B)

 Day 7   Mandawa  Made rich by their position 

on the trade routes of old, the merchants 

competed with one another to decorate the 

walls of their splendid mansions or havelis with 

colourful murals and we see many of these 

today in Dundload, Nawalgarh and Mandawa in 

the romantic Shekhawati region. Stay tonight at 

the Castle Mandawa Hotel.  (B)

 Day 8   Bikaner  En-route for the fortified town 

of Bikaner we call at the village of Deshnok 

to visit its unique Rat Temple, where a large 

colony of pampered rodents are worshipped 

by the Brahmins as reincarnated saints. We 

continue to Bikaner, a major town on the old 

caravan trade routes, and stay about 20 miles 

outside at the atmospheric Gajner Palace Hotel, 

on the banks of a lake in a wildlife sanctuary 

where black buck, wild boar and gazelles can 

be seen.  (B)

 Day 9   Bikaner  Morning visit to Bhandasar Jain 

Temple, then continue to Bikaner’s Junagarh 

Fort, which  boasts an extravagantly decorative 

interior, with gold-leaf paintings, stained-glass 

windows, carved balconies, delicate lattice 

work and lacquered doors. Just outside the 

town is Asia’s largest camel breeding farm 

which we also visit, and there is time this 

afternoon to relax at the hotel, or perhaps 

birdwatch as the sun sets.  (B)

 Day 10   Jaisalmer  Across the desert to the 

remote Golden City in the far west, its fort 

rising out of the sands as if by magic. Jaisalmer 

is sculpted from honey-coloured sandstone 

and abounds in palaces, temples, havelis and 

criss-crossed by crowded narrow streets. Stay 2 

nights at the Fort Rajwada Hotel.  (B)
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Tour code CITADE

Departures 2016 Twin share Single supp

Jan 18, Feb 22 £2495 £735

Oct 17   2595   735

Business Class upgrade from £1595 one way, 
£2995 return

Private journey price from £2590 per person 
twin shared (Minimum 2 passengers) 

Price includes
• Economy class flights  
• Twin-shared accommodation, transfers,   
    transportation and sightseeing as listed  
    (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner)
• Services of English-speaking local Tour 
   Guides

Not included
• Travel insurance  • Gratuities  • India visa
• Any government taxes or compulsory  
   charges introduced after brochure    
    publication

In Rajasthan, all the flamboyance and glamour of India 
seem to be compressed into a single region. With its 

dramatic scenery, its brilliant colours, its spectacular palaces 
and its picturesque ruins, the ‘Land of Princes’ is an intense 
and often overwhelming experience. To get a real flavour of 
Rajasthan we not only visit palaces and forts, we stay in them. 
The accommodation includes a number of heritage properties, 
sometimes former homes of the Maharajas, which have been 
converted into atmospheric hotels. In the Shekhawati region 
visit both Nawalgarh and Dundload with their outstanding 
painted havelis. In Jaisalmer we include the remarkable lake 
of Gadi Sagar and a sunset visit to the sand dunes at Khuri. We 
stay in the lakeside Fatehprakash Palace for a taste of romantic 
Rajasthan. All these are just a few of the extras that make our 
‘Palaces & Citadels’ the most outstanding tour of its kind.

Palaces & Citadels 
of Rajasthan
In-depth exploration of this legendary province

 Day 11   Jaisalmer  In the winding streets of 

the citadel we visit the Patwon Ki Haveli with 

its beautifully carved fretwork and jali screens, 

the stunning Jain temples and the palace fort 

of Maharawal. We also visit the man-made 

lake of Gadi Sagar, surrounded by beautiful 

temples and shrines, and head out into the 

desert wilderness to see the sand dunes, enjoy 

a camel ride, followed by dinner, and watch a 

magnificent fiery sunset.  (BD)

 Day 12   Jodhpur, Rohetgarh  Drive to the 

magnificent ‘Blue City’ of Jodhpur, and visit the 

fabulous Meherangarh Fort, whose labyrinthine 

palaces offer an insight into the lives of the 

Rajput princes who ruled this harsh land. Stay 

overnight at the heritage Rohetgarh Hotel.  (BD)

 Day 13   Udaipur Early morning Jeep Safari 

to Bishnoi village. Drive to Udaipur, en-route 

visiting the 15th century Jain temple of 

Ranakpur. A building of the most astonishing 

complexity, its walls and columns are covered 

by carvings so dense and delicate that it is 

more like lace-work than stone-carving. Stay 2 

nights at the splendid Fatehprakash Palace.  (B)

 Day 14   Udaipur  In the morning tour the 

rambling City Palace and later enjoy a cruise on 

Lake Pichola. The rest of the day is free.  (B)

 Day 15   London  Transfer to the airport for the 

flight to Delhi with onwards connection to the  

non-stop Jet Airways flight to London, arriving 

at around 1740 (Monday).  (B)

Extensions to Nepal, Ranthambore National 

Park, Shimla and a luxury tea planter’s 

bungalow (not tented camp) are available 

Please see pages 40–41 for details.
“Our guide, he had such enthusiasm for 
his country, and often went that extra 
mile to enhance our visit.”             - P Miles

“This was a fantastic trip. The best travel 
firm out!”                             - Mr & Mrs Thorn

“We thought the tour was extremely well 
thought out and put together...We felt 
that the CTS Horizons tour enabled us 
to see more of the countryside and to 
become more involved with village life, 
as well as incorporating all the places of 
interest.”                           - Mr & Mrs Thorne
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